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An Important part is played by hid-
den pletures in polities, particularly
in French politles. An example of
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Oshkosh, the Menominee Chief For Whom

Was 'Named a Prosperous Wisconsin City
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THE WHITE ANTS
OF SOUTH AFRICA

ADR EN LOR, in La Nature,
Paris.

HERE nre found in Sonth
Afrien a4 eonsiderable num-
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rl O ber of lnsects helopgiug to
F the termlte fainhiy, but the
IO uiost remarkable are those
culled white ants,  Beenuse of the
destruction which they eause these in-
gect® are a real seourge to the ecoun-
try: they live in myrlads in subter-
rancan nests, nnd are one of the great-
to every rorm of agri-
During the night in-
perform their destruclive work,
the greater part of the time belng in-
visible and moving vuder the shelter
of small tonnels which they constriact
on thelr way as they move forward.
Not ouly do they attuck vezetation of
nll sorts, but they nlso Invade houses
and even

st obstacles
ciilture,
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these

when the exterior of these
appears sound they often fllpd
with ants which destroy wood and
nndermine wasonry, 'I'ne house may
appear intact, hut some doy It s dis-
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coverad that the bullding is redily
about to fall Iuto dust. The rapidity
with which the insects work may be
Judged when it [s stated that o iawyer
of Bulanwayo found aftor an abhsence of
0 week, that the inseets had made o
cupnney of his house impossible, Szl
tays only  had for these do
stroyers to taise-In the chimney n pest
g4 Wlizh as a man.
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eis and othior asefal jwembers of so-
clety. As thousands of eggs are lald
each day In these nests, it is not die-
eult to understand tne everdnorons
Ing pumber of ants that Inhabit then
These small bul fearful encmies of
wmies which dve In the snme nejeh-
borhood, and two ant pests gever lve
man themselves have implacable ene
together in peace, even where they nre
inbalited]l by Individnals olusely relng-
al to each other from the standpoint
of race,. The mest formidable eneniles
of the white ants. however., gre the
large bBlack auwts enlled Maotabeles, bes
ceuse of their color, which Is anala-
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There Is absolutely
when ong
onters the nest, although this does not
prevent the number of ants from in-
in enormons quantities, In
places the nests of these lnsects ne-
cupying =nch an extent of territory
that they form small villages nttoek-
Ing everything, devouring evervthing,
cutting the roots, destroving the leaves,
liollowing and emptying the interior
of branches and leaving only the bhark,
the whaole tree falling Into dnst, At
Bulawayo In the munleipal park out of
every fifty trees planted one only lves,
and It is estimatted tiat the domage
| In thig town alone amounts to 250,
000 franes per year.
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WHY DO _PLANTS

HAVE THORNS ?
‘ From an Arucle by -Fcrdmani
| Faideau, In La Science Illustree,
\ Parls--Condensed and Translated
|

For Public Opinlon.

The Influence of the environment s
very great in the formation of thorns,
gréal, in fact, that frequent Iy
| find that o plant in place has
| thoms and a few miles gway is devoid
of them. Observation aml exporiment
are In agresment in showing that three
| eanges are o operation here, ngmely,
Impoverished soll, dryness of the at-
mosphere, and Intenslty of lght, each
0. which provokes or accentuates the
condition under disecussion.. In thils
connection it I8 interesting to state
that cultlvation dimiuishes the nuom-
ber of spines amd in many instances
mokes thein disappear after several
gonorations.

M. Lhoteller Lits shown by a long
serles of experiments that thorny
plantz when submitted to the adtion
( of humidity tend to loge thelr spines,
the reduection tuking place in two
| ways, In the case of spines which
| are produced by modified leaves or
modifled stems, there is a tendency to

{ revert to the primitive type, while In
;‘.]:ns‘.\' which originate in stipules—an
| organ unnecessary to the life of the
plant—the spine diminishes and in
many enses completely disappears. The
partin]l deprivation of Hght also pro-
dueces a more or lesgs complete suppres-
slon of the thorng, ag proved by nuny
authentieated Instanees.

It thus appears that thorns are the
result of insafficlent nutritlon, bhut this
answer by no means exhaasts the sub-
ject, for the questlon arised, what I8
the of the thorns, and bow do
they  beneft the plantd? Grindon

[ clabmed that the thorng have no use
| ginee they are found in a large nuam-
| her families difMorent to
|flll'h: ardd s to nemls, bar there oan
[ be Imt Iittle doubt that the thorn
is 0 means of protection te the plant
and that Its
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Crank-"0h, 1 soppose burned,
J=Youkers Statesinfn
SILENCING VON B
Blumer—"“1 o¢nmie nenr being
inken for a deer in the Adirondacks."
AMre. Voo Blumer<"“Chat's singular,
when you're such a bény at home"”

Lile

YVon

TO BIHOW HIS CONTEMPT

Towne—"Krankleigh doesn't believe
n slgns, does he?"

Erowne—"“No, he's an extromist upon
that point. I saw Lim yesterdny leat-
Ing nzalnst & fenee marked ‘palut’ "—
fhiladelphia Press.

WIDE AWARE.

Fomd Mothoer—"My darling, It I8 bhed-
tlme, Al the lttle ehlckens bhave gone
1o bed."”

Little Philogopher—"Yes,
nud has the
Home Companion,

mamman,
old hen”-=Woman's

RO

NEWS FROM HOME.

Flret Tourlst (from South Awmerien)
1 got a letter from home. They
have had two wars and a revolation
sinee we left.™

Becond Tourist—"Anybody
New York Weekly,

THE SORT OF A FELLOW HE IS,

Knippe—"What sort of a fellow Is
Johuson "

Tucque—*0h, be is one of that kind
of men who are always remarking,
It looks as though we'd have a lit-
tle raln before night "—Syracuse Her.

hurt?'—
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THE ENJOYABLE PATI™
Mrs. Church—"Do you enjoy going
to the theatre?”
Mrg., Gotham—"XNo, I ean't say that

" [ do; the cars are 8o frightfully crowd-

od, don't you know.
Joy it after 1 get
Statesman.

But I always en-
there! —Yourkers

MAKING THE MOST OF IT.

“I'd rathes bhear Miss Dinsmore 11!:1}:
‘Hinwatha® than any one else,” sald
T'wynn.

"L thought you were weary of that
place," replied Triplatt,

“I am, but she plays it so badly it
sounds llke something —Town
Toples. .

"

elsp.

THE LUCKY PHYSICIAN.

“Dr. Sharp Is quite wealthy, isn't
he? DId he make all his money from
iz practice?’

“Not all of it. He's the principal
owner of a very large oil well up the
State.”

“Ah, he makes money from the sick
md  the well, too.”—Philadeiphia
['ress.

CREDIT TOO CO0OD.

Lawyer—*What was the thing that
led to: your finanecial downfail? You
geemed to be doing a good bLusiness*™

Bankmpt—*1 But one day I
gtarted ont to see If T could bhorrow
some money. I found It &0 easy that
I kept on Dorvowing " —Somerville
Tourpal.

Wis,

A TTOPELESS CASE.
“A great, biz, able bodied tian lite
to Il"
stronger for mouey.”
do eltizen.

“1 know T cusht," auswered Mean:
deving Mlke, “but, misterl T jos" nnt-
nenlly too Kind hearted to tap "I on
an hoad and take (0 away from im "
=Washitipton 1

yYou ought asiamed

1o fshk 0
sald the well-to-

SAD PART O IT.

“What did yon do with that
wiio glole tha hotse?™
derfont,

“Nothlsi' muaeh.”
=118t took
i

“is that all?™

“Yop., He war -settin® in
with n rope arouml hiz n
itee when we took Y
though,"—=Indinfn
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